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STRINGS IN THE SCHOOLS
The Mississippi Symphony Orchestra
and the
Jackson Public Schools

53 years of partnership in changing lives and forming future leaders

Summary Report +2017-2018 School Year
Partial Year: September, 2017 through March, 2018

x1,500 students were reached through 60 ensemble visits to elementary
schools in the district (String Quartet,
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SCHOOLS SERVED FOR STRING INSTRUCTION 2018
ELEMENTARY

McLeod Elementary. 7
Isable Elementary 4
Boyd Elementary 13
McWillie Elementary 32
Davis Elementary 40
Casey Elementary 111
Pecan Park Elementary. 18
Sykes Elementary 11
Marshall Elementary 12
Key Elementary 15
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String Instruction Goals *
X teach individual students to play a stringed instrument
(violin, viola or cello) on a level sufficient to perform in
concert with other students in one of the ensembles
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x Each MSO teacher reports weekly to the MSO Director of Education regarding
lesson plans and any situation that may arise needing discussion.

X The teaching staff meets at least five times per semester to plan and share
experiences.

X MSO currently employs 8 teachers on an almost full time basis. Supervising and
coordinating the program is MSO § Director of Education.

Ensembles *

Vivaldi - emphasis on both fundamentals of instrument technique (tone production,
tuning, hand position, and bowing) and music reading

Mozart - upper elementary orchestra continuing technical and musical development,
skills and understanding through string orchestra repertory at the primary and
intermediate levels.

Beethoven - further development and performance of string orchestra literature with
emphasis on both technical and musical concepts of increasing complexity.

Instruments =+

Most students rent instruments from MSO ($60). This is far cheaper than renting from a
music store or owning an instrument and allows us to reach students who would
otherwise not be able to participate. Scholarship funds are available to those who cannot
afford the rental, assigned in collaboration with the Principal. MSO
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